DELAWARE

OCTOBER 2017

WILD LANDS NEWS
OFFICERS:
EUGENE H. BAYARD, ESQ.
President
RICHARD S. FISCHER
Vice President
BLAINE T. PHILLIPS, ESQ.
Secretary
C. PORTER SCHUTT, III
Treasurer
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
EUGENE H. BAYARD, ESQ.
WILLIAM F. D’ALONZO

Beginning of the fall migration as seen from one of DWL’s Taylors
Bridge beaches. (Photograph by Sarver Ecological LLC)
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Treasure Hunting at Taylors Bridge
BZZT-BZZT-BZZT! In the darkness of 3:00 a.m.,
Matt Sarver rolls over and hits the alarm. As
sleep dissipates from his mind, he checks his
phone for a detailed weather forecast.
Today is a marsh survey. That means he mustn’t
forget to pack his chest waders because the
flat-bottomed jon boat will only take him so far.
Eventually he’ll climb out and walk through a
hummocky landscape sculpted by muskrats, making
it hard to judge whether the ground will hold his
weight. He smiles ruefully, remembering the times
he’s unexpectedly ended up thigh-high in mud.
Matt Sarver is the principal for Sarver Ecological
LLC. He is in the midst of a two-year project
to assess 4,500 acres DWL owns at Taylors
“Every day at Taylors Bridge is like
a treasure hunt. It’s always interesting
CPF[QWPGXGTMPQYYJCV[QWŏNNſPF
Makes waking up at 3:00 a.m.
(almost) always worth it!”
--Matt Sarver, Sarver Ecological LLC

Bridge (in southern New Castle County). His
scientific surveys, samples, and data analyses
are documenting the known and unknown
animals and plants living in this rich complex
of salt marsh, upland meadows and wetlands,
and coastal forest. His final report to DWL will
include a plan for enhancing and expanding the
best Taylors Bridge habitat. In a way, Matt is
hunting for treasure – and creating a detailed
treasure map for DWL to follow into the future.
The focus of Matt’s research today will be
a bird survey. Matt is particularly adept at
identifying birds solely by their calls, a useful
skill in the dim light of dawn or for documenting
secretive birds such as Virginia Rails.
Matt’s tools for today’s treasure hunt include
binoculars, recordings of bird calls, and a handheld
GPS unit. The marsh at Taylors Bridge is full of life,
but it is a deceptively harsh habitat for humans. A
place with no shade and intense sun, deep sucking
mud, and sharp vegetation that can cut exposed
skin, Matt’s pack always includes a sturdy longsleeved shirt, a brimmed hat, and jugs of water.
Continued on page 4...

Notes from Kate Hackett
DWL’s Executive Director
Seven years ago, I signed my ﬁrst letters
and emails as DWL’s Executive Director.
Walking through the door of our
Odessa ofﬁce on Day One, I knew of
DWL’s august Board, more than halfa-century of DWL’s success in land
conservation, tens of thousands of
acres of conservation lands owned by
DWL, and the unyielding commitment
of our supporters to protecting forever
Delaware’s natural resources and
iconic beauty. What I didn’t know
was that, at DWL, I would ﬁnd such
an engaged and committed group of
people dedicated to the goals of DWL
and protecting FOREVER the most
important resources of the Delmarva…

or that Delaware Wild Lands’ Board and
staff would be as smart, accomplished,
and intrepid as they are! Then, and
even more so now, I revere DWL’s
Board, staff, accomplishments…and
our shared past, present, and future.
This year, we’ve been immersed in
rediscovering the best of Delaware and
DWL. I am so pleased to share that we,
now more than ever, are beneﬁting from
the helping hands of the community
around us, increasing the acreage
of protected lands in Delaware, and
enhancing and expanding exceptional
habitat throughout the State. Read on to
learn more about what we’re
(re)learning about our early land

purchases at Taylors Bridge and how we
are sharing our restoration successes
at the Great Cypress Swamp with the
conservation leaders of the future.
Working for DWL is the most
interesting and challenging job I’ve
ever had. It’s also the most rewarding.
Join us in discovering and nurturing
the unique beauty and splendor of
the Delmarva. Delight in a gourmet
wild game dinner later this winter or
join us this spring for a paddle, an
educational tour, or volunteer event to
see what lies off the beaten path in
Delaware. It’s wild and wonderful…and
inexplicable natural beauty still exists
in Delaware, if you make time to look.

Molly Murray’s legacy will live on
At DWL and in the natural beauty of Delaware
It was a sad shock when Molly Murray
passed this summer. A reporter for
The News Journal for nearly 40 years,
Molly was well-known for advancing
award-winning environmental coverage
while skillfully weaving together the
importance of science, the intricacies
of environmental issues, and the pure
wonder that surrounds Delaware’s
lands, waters, and wildlife.
DWL was deeply honored when Molly’s
family asked that gifts in her memory be
sent to DWL, and when Kate Hackett,
our Executive Director, was invited to
speak at her funeral.
As Kate said in her eulogy, “I always
appreciated Molly’s deep knowledge
of science and the beautiful mysteries

of our natural places, of Delaware
and our people. Her work brought the
world around us to life. She showed
what’s important and relevant about
Delaware’s environment...linking how
and what we see today to the past and
to the future.
“Molly would want us to recognize
that each day offers many spectacular
moments to learn something new about
the people and places around us. If we
do this, if we let the Molly in us shine
through, we have a unique opportunity
to both memorialize one of Delaware’s
most respected conservation leaders
and forever protect Delaware’s iconic
character and natural resources.”
Photograph courtesy of the Murray Family.

Delaware Wild Lands’ Board
of Directors: Eugene H. Bayard
When things are going well, we all often take for granted the behindthe-scenes work. In the case of Delaware Wild Lands, and the diversity
of our work in acquisition, restoration, due diligence, fundraising,
outreach and education, Delaware Wild Lands’ (DWL) Board Member
and President Gene Bayard is a behind-the-scenes master. A sort of
giant behind the curtain. Though reticent to indulge flourishes or divulge
details, a look around the corner reveals the many good works of Gene
Bayard.
A practicing attorney at Morris James Wilson Halbrook & Bayard for
more than 40 years, Gene’s successes go well beyond the confines
of his law practice. As a young man, Gene found his footing in New
England, completed his undergraduate degree at Princeton University,
and then continued to the University of Virginia for law school. His
quiet tenacity, creative wit, and restless humor yield results, around
the table for his clients and colleagues and in the field for his friends
and associates. A 9th generation native Delawarean, Gene has a keen
appreciation of the iconic beauty and culture of the Delmarva Peninsula,
and is wholly determined to protect what makes the First State special.
Not always obvious in his actions, Gene is deliberate and precise in
both intention and implementation. Gene is an avid fisherman, hunter,
and conservationist. He believes in relationships, cultivation of future
leaders, and that pragmatism will ensure the future of Delaware’s
most important resources. He enjoys a duck blind in the early morning,
yet he is often the first to ensure waterfowl have needed respite by

encouraging colleagues to limit time
in the blind. As accomplished with a
fishing rod as he is in the dove field and
duck blind, Gene can tackle the most
complex of situations with the endless
patience needed to “cast a line” and wait for the right bite. Gene has
the foresight, focus, and wisdom to stand at the edge of a bridge, and
look out to assess the waters, remaining cautious and undistracted by
the surrounding commotion.
Charismatic and calm in negotiations, and unflappable in demeanor,
Gene has a flair for finding solutions to issues, adapting as needed
when new matters emerge. He is relentless in his pursuit to help clients,
friends, and colleagues, exacting the most from every interaction. He
has calming command in the wheelhouse, but even more powerful tools
and techniques in the footlocker. Once Gene is in, he is all in.
DWL is not the only beneficiary of Gene’s skill and guidance. He has
served on numerous business and community boards over the years and
presently serves as Director of the Delaware State Fair, Inc.; Chairman
of Harrington Raceway & Casino; O.A. Newton & Son Company; J.G.
Townsend Jr.; Chesapeake Utilities Corporation; Sussex County Advisory
Board for Wilmington Savings Fund Society; and Mid-Del Charitable
Foundation.
Gene lives in Sussex County with his wife, Diane.

Advancing Land and Water Conservation:
What will motivate people to do more?
This summer, DWL teamed up with economists from Johns Hopkins
University and the USDA National Center for Behavioral and Experimental
Agri-Environmental Research (CBEAR). Why? To learn more about how to
motivate people living and working in the Delaware River Watershed to
undertake actions that will improve water quality and protect land resources.

negatively impacted by poor water quality. The research also tested
whether small environmentally-friendly actions, such as purchasing a soaker
hose, would lead a person to take more environmentally-friendly actions,
such as donating to DWL, or whether these small actions discourage people
from making bigger investments in conservation.

For this effort, behavioral economists are conducting “field experiments”
to better understand the types of messaging (or “nudges”) that will trigger
people to take actions that reduce nutrients in stormwater runoff and
contribute to organizations like DWL. This research involved over 1,000
people making decisions about reducing water pollution by purchasing
environmentally-friendly landscape products. It tests whether people are
more motivated to do things for the environment if they are presented
scientific explanations about the importance of preventing poor water
quality or if they receive a message about a specific individual who was

Once this exciting research is complete, we hope to work with Johns
Hopkins and CBEAR to identify communication strategies that will encourage
people to make more substantial investments in protecting the environment,
including contributing to DWL.

This research is made possible by grants from
the William Penn Foundation, USDA, and the
National Science Foundation.
Photo: http://www.delriverwatershed.org
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Treasure Hunting at Taylors Bridge
Early morning is glorious in the marsh. At the boat launch, the still-grey
sky is tinged with pink as the morning chorus tunes up. Marsh Wrens
chortling. The keck-keck-kecking of King Rails. Seaside Sparrows
happily buzzing. The dinosaur bark of a Great Blue Heron soaring
overhead. The sun rises, the colors brighten, and the low green grasses
begin to glow. These wide open vistas seem to go on forever.
Marshes and estuaries are some of the most productive ecosystems
on the planet. Dense and vibrant with animal and plant life, they
also provide many crucial services for humans. Marshes act as giant
sponges, soaking up excess water, filtering pollutants from air and
water supplies, buffering storms, and protecting us from floods.

Many exciting observations are emerging from this assessment, and
Matt’s findings will demonstrate how Taylors Bridge both shapes and
fits into a much larger conservation context. With Matt’s help, DWL
is gaining a better understanding about the legacy DWL has been
entrusted with. We look forward to receiving Matt’s final report, rediscovering this special landscape, and improving the management and
care of these treasured resources – each day and for decades to come!
This Seaside Sparrow enjoyed some respite among
the reeds at DWL’s 4,500-acre Taylors Bridge land
complex. (Photograph by Sarver Ecological LLC)

Matt checks his GPS coordinates for the first bird survey point of the
day and then clambers into the jon boat. From a randomized starting
point, Matt conducts 13-minute transects writing down every bird
he can hear or see in a 13-minute period. Later, he will return to this
spot to set up a recording device that captures nocturnal and diurnal
sounds, which will eventually be run through computer software for
species identification. Over and over again, Matt will perform this
scientific ritual weaving his findings together into a master plan – or
map – DWL will use to develop restoration projects that will ensure
the long-term vitality and viability of these coastal treasures.
6JKU/QPCTEJDWVVGTƀ[HQTCIGUQP%QOOQP
Milkweed at Taylors Bridge. Emerging research
indicates opportunities for fall forage are increasingly
KORQTVCPVHQT/QPCTEJDWVVGTƀKGUCPFCNNRQNNKPCVQTU
(Photograph by Sarver Ecological LLC)

This Spotted Sandpiper was, among others, spotted at DWL’s Taylors Bridge
beaches during the fall migration. (Photograph by Sarver Ecological LLC)

Highlights of the Treasure Trove
Research conducted by Sarver Ecological LLC at Taylors Bridge is revealing many gratifying discoveries, including:
• A surprising number of migrating shorebirds, including the
rapidly declining Semipalmated Sandpiper, resting and
feeding at one of DWL’s northernmost beaches.

• The well-named Rare Skipper, which forages on swamp milkweed and depends
on other nearby plants for egg-laying, is now confirmed at Taylors Bridge. Only
20 populations of this butterfly have been identified elsewhere in the world.

• Rare songbirds and uncommon sparrows that are regular and
frequent visitors to DWL’s marshes and coastal forests.

• Plentiful numbers of pollinators, including multiple species of native bees
and rare bumblebees, working DWL’s spring, summer, and fall wildflowers.

• Abundant breeding of the Atlantic Coast Leopard
Frog, a newly-identified species of frog.

• Delicate blossoms of the rare Saltmarsh Pink plant interspersed
among the grasses at many DWL-owned marshes.

OUT AND ABOUT ON DELAWARE
WILD LANDS’ PROPERTIES

DWL Expands Research and Environmental
Education at Great Cypress Swamp
The Great Cypress Swamp has always been a
fascinating and mysterious place, but not always
the most welcoming. Comprised of 10,500
contiguous acres of land, the Swamp is likely the
closest thing to “wilderness” remaining in the
State of Delaware and it has a long history of
limited access that pre-dates DWL’s ownership.
While the Great Cypress Swamp is still closed
for general visitation, it is no longer completely
off limits and, in fact, visitations are on the rise.
DWL’s large-scale wetlands restoration work
and Certified Sustainable Forestry program
at the Great Cypress Swamp make it an ideal
site for scientific research and educational
tours. This year, seeking new insights into the
ecology of the Delmarva, a number of university
classes headed to the Great Cypress Swamp
with waterproof boots and a sense of adventure.
In March, a Salisbury University herpetology
class ventured through protected woods and
pristine wetlands to get hands-on experience
with the many frogs, turtles, and snakes of the
Delmarva Peninsula. (Some were more excited
about the hands-on component of this class
than others!) In May, a Penn State forestry
class travelled to the Swamp to see, firsthand,

the inner-workings of a sustainable certified
forestry program that has ecological restoration
as its primary goal. The class witnessed how
DWL utilizes different methods of retention,
buffering, and restoration at each of our harvest
sites, and how a conservation organization
can use forestry to help fund and implement
some of our most ambitious restoration
projects. Just weeks ago, another Salisbury
University class came to learn the details of
how we protect and manage
Salisbury University undergrads are “keying out” species
the Swamp, its vast forest
for their Herpetology class at the Great Cypress Swamp.
resources, and massive Field 7
wetland restoration project.
Delaware Wild Lands is
proud to serve as a living
laboratory, cultivating the next
generation of conservationminded professionals. We
are pleased to cooperate with
educational institutions, birding
and environmental clubs, and
professional organizations where
we can share our knowledge
of and experience with conservation…and
advance environmental education and the
future of our shared natural resources.
Some creatures are not excited about this “hand-on” learning experience!

Fall foliage emerges at our 10,500-acre Great Cypress Swamp.

Finding Common Ground:
How DWL is Preserving Delaware’s
Natural and Agricultural Heritage
Delaware Wild Lands’ business is land protection. Since our founding in 1961, we have protected more than 31,000 acres of land, 21,000 acres of
which we now own and actively manage. But we are not alone in the conservation business and many of our farmers are first-in-line to offer a hand.
As a leading land use in Delaware, agriculture is important economically and culturally. A University of Delaware (2010) study reports the total
economic contribution of agriculture in Delaware was $7.95 billion worth of industry output in 2008 and the agriculture industry supported 30,000
jobs. DWL acquires land with the goal of restoring its integrity and preserving Delaware’s natural and cultural heritage. We believe agriculture is a
significant part of Delaware’s cultural heritage, and we strive to balance the need for farmland and natural habitats.
DWL currently owns 21,000 acres, nearly 1,800 of which are leased to local farmers. We work closely with our farmers to promote the use of
sustainable farming practices which enhance the economic and environmental productivity of these lands. For example, our farmers protect soils by
using no-till practices; improve soil health by rotating the type of crop planted in the field; reduce soil erosion and enhance habitat connectivity by
bordering fields with vegetative buffer strips; protect wildlife by restricting
and minimizing use of pesticides; and increase water quality, infiltration,
and nutrient removal by planting winter cover crops. Our goal is to promote
greater compatibility of farming and land protection through these
conservation practices.
We value farmland and the relationship we have with our farmers.
Leasing our land to environmentally-responsible farmers helps DWL fund
conservation projects like wetland restorations and habitat improvements.
We often work hand-in-hand to conduct large-scale management efforts
such as prescribed burns and grassland mowing. We are currently
evaluating our farm management practices to identify new ways to reduce
erosion and improve water quality in surrounding streams and rivers. We
appreciate the hard work and support of our farmers in nurturing Delaware’s
natural and cultural heritage.
#RNCPGƀKGUQXGT&9.ŏU4QDGTVU(CTOCRRN[KPIEQXGT
crop seeds from above. Seeds fall between standing
crops and begin to germinate. After harvest, the cover
crop will continue to grow, preventing soil loss from
wind and water erosion during the harsh winter months.

Soybeans are Delaware’s second largest crop.
Naturally rich in protein and oil, soybeans are primarily
processed for poultry feed, but are also used in a
variety of consumer products including engine oil,
building materials, and even crayons!

Baldcypress Bluegrass Festival
returns to the Swamp on May 19
Save the Date!
Plan now to join us in the Great Cypress
Swamp on Saturday, May 19, 2018
for some foot-stompin’ music, washed
down with local craft beer and wines.
Headlining the festival this year will be
Johnny Staats and the Delivery Boys.
Johnny is a world-class mandolin, guitar,
and fiddle player. He’s been featured on
NBC’s Today Show, CBS Evening News,
and CNN; in The New York Times and
People Magazine. Johnny is also a threetime winner of the prestigious Vandalia
Gathering Mandolin Championships and
has performed multiple times at the Grand

Ole Opry and on NPR’s Mountain Stage.
The Baldcypress Bluegrass Festival is
a benefit event for DWL. The festival
grounds are on the scenic Roman
Fisher Farm at the edge of the Great
Cypress Swamp, the largest contiguous
forest on the Delmarva Peninsula.
Tickets to the festival will include free
bus tours of the Great Cypress Swamp
throughout the day. Local experts will
be on hand to answer questions and
talk about how DWL is restoring wildlife
habitat in this unusual ecosystem.

New and Spare Fools is a festival favorite, featuring Mickey Justice
and Todd Smith of Such Fools, Jon Simmons and Martin Wirtz of
New and Used Bluegrass, and Wes Parks of No Spare Time.
6JCPM[QWVQQWTURQPUQTU
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Dogfish Head
Chris Martin, MD
Morris James
Tunnell Companies
Froggy 99.9 FM
Jolly Trolley

Associates International
Chesapeake Utilities
Coastal Tented Events
Delmarva Public Radio
Tidewater Utilities
Turners Creek & Bombay
Hook Farms

Nassau Valley Vineyards
DE Storage.com
Corrado Construction
Chip & Debbie West

More information is available online at https://baldcypress-bluegrass-festival-2018.eventbrite.com
Sponsorship opportunities are available — ask us about promoting your business in our festival publicity!

Save these dates for
good food and good music!

1PGQHſXGURGEVCEWNCTEQWTUGU
FGXGNQRGFHQTQWT#DDQVVŏU)TKNN
9KNF)COG&KPPGTCHWPFTCKUGTVQ
UWRRQTV&9.ŏUEQPUGTXCVKQP
YQTMKP-GPV%QWPV[

ANNUAL WILD GAME DINNER

AT CANTWELL’S TAVERN IN ODESSA
FEBRUARY 5, 2018

Presented by M&T Bank with additional support from Pratt Insurance.

WILD GAME DINNER

AT ABBOTT’S GRILL IN MILFORD

MARCH 22, 2018

BALDCYPRESS BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL
AT THE GREAT CYPRESS SWAMP

MAY 19, 2018

For more information on these and other events, be sure
to follow us on Facebook.com/DelawareWildLands

DELAWARE WILD LANDS
315 Main Street, PO Box 505, Odessa, DE 19730-0505
Telephone: 302-378-2736
Facsimile: 302-378-3629
Website: delawarewildlands.org
Email: info@dewildlands.org
Delaware Wild Lands

@DEWildlands

Delaware Wild Lands relies on the
support of those who are committed to achieving
great conservation in the First State.
Please support the work of Delaware Wild Lands
with a tax-deductible contribution.

delaware_wild_lands

